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Peter THONEMANN*
A New Epigram from the Region of Philadelpheia

ABSTRACT: The author publishes a new inscribed funerary epigram discovered in 2024 in the
village of Badinca, near modern Alasehir (ancient Philadelpheia). The epigram commemorates
a woman by the name of Diodora, daughter of Menandros, who died in childbirth at the age of
thirty. The epigram is closely modelled on a famous Hellenistic literary epigram by the poet
Leonidas of Tarentum, whose dialogue-form was widely imitated in funerary epigrams of the
Hellenistic and Roman imperial period.

KEYWORDS: Philadelpheia, Leonidas of Tarentum, Lydia, epigram.

The funerary epigram published here was seen by the lawyer Cetin Erdem, a distinguished collector of
ancient coins,! in early 2024 in the village of Badinca, some 4km southeast of the modern town of Alagehir
(ancient Philadelpheia). With the agreement of the Manisa Archaeological Museum, Mr Erdem attempted
to purchase the stone from the owner for the museum, without success. A photograph of the inscription
was sent to Prof. Dr. Mustafa Adak (Fig. 1), who encouraged me to publish the text.

The stone is an undecorated white rectangular marble slab, broken in two pieces. It appears to be complete,
and the inscription is perfectly preserved. The dimensions of the stone and the heights of the letters are
not known. The text reads as follows:

Ti¢ tivog e k6pn; : Aodwpa, molg 8¢
Mevavdpov, dot. : kai Ovijokelg £k Tivog;
2K toKkeToD. : ovoa Tdowv dtéwv; ; Eé-
ve, tpiodexa. : tékva 8¢ Astnelc; : mai-
5 dag pev do100g, povvoyevii 8¢ kpnv.
Ti¢ 8¢ o€ kol kTepéitev; : avnp &udc,
0¢ 16d¢ ofipa Ofike PLAOGTOPYOL PUVO-
duevog yaprroc. : yaipe kOpn, Kol yolov
&yo1g &mi odpatt koveny. : col 88,
10  Eglve, mopot mavta O£0¢ T0 KOAd.
“Who is this maiden, and whose daughter is she?” “Diodora, daughter of Menandros, a citizen.” “And
what did you die of?” “In childbirth.” “How many years old were you? " “Stranger, I was thirty.” “Do
you leave children?” “Two sons, and a sole-born daughter.” “And who honoured you with burial?”

“My husband, who built this tomb, mindful of my loving grace.” “Farewell, maiden, and may you have
the earth light upon your body.” “And as for you, stranger, may the god give you all blessings.”

The lettering is characteristic of the high Roman imperial period: the alphas have a broken cross-bar, the
phi takes the form of a horizontal figure-of-eight bisected by a vertical, and the right-hand diagonal of the
delta often projects somewhat above the apex of the letter (clear in lines 4, 6, and 7); there are no ligatures.
The first line of the epitaph is indented slightly to the right; otherwise the text is left-aligned, with syllabic
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division at line-end preserved throughout. The inscription is a dialogue in verse, with change of “speaker”
consistently marked by an interpunct in the form “:”. The dialogue forms four metrically accurate elegiac
distichs, as follows:2

“tic tivog de kdpn;” “A10dmpa, Tai 8¢ | Mevdvdpov,
k) / 99 \ 7 2 /. RINNT$ oo
aot.” “kal Bviokelg €k Tivog;” | “€k TokeToD.
w 2 7 5 7 99 e 2 ’ ’ \ 7 ’
0V00 TOGMV £TEWV;” “E€|ve, Tplodeka.” “Tékva O€ Aeimels;
13 ~ \ / ~ \ /4 ’”
7o (5)dag HEV 60100G, povvoyevii € kOpnv.” |
T4 / \ Lo 99 62\ b z o 7 ~
TG 0€ o€ Kol kTepEifev;” “avnp €U0, | 0G T0de ohpa
Ofike pthootdpyov pwvm|dpevos ydptrog.”
“xaipe képn, kol yoiav | Eoic &mi cdpatt kodeny.”
“col 84, |(10) Egive, mdpot mdvta 0£0¢ Ta KoAd.”
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e ) ) : i : '\\\ ’ f v——\‘k e,
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Fig. 1: Funerary epigram for Diodora, daughter of Menandros. Photo: Cetin Erdem.

Epitaphs in verse were reasonably common at Philadelpheia in the high Roman imperial period: Georg
Petzl’s 2007 corpus of the inscriptions of Philadelpheia and its territory includes twenty-two funerary
epigrams.’ A minor peculiarity of this mini-corpus is the frequency (and ingenuity) with which the poets
inserted a reference to the age of the deceased, no doubt reflecting the wider tendency of epitaphs from
Philadelpheia and neighbouring regions to specify the deceased’s age.*

This new Philadelpheian epitaph is closely modelled on a famous literary epigram by the third-century
BC poet Leonidas of Tarentum; I have underlined the phrases quoted directly in the Philadelpheian text:’
“1ic tivoc edoa, yovar, Hapiny Hmd kiova keloar;”
“TIpném Kailréreve.” “koi modomr;” “Taypin.”
“1ic 84 o8 Kol KTEPEILE;” “OedKpPLTog, M LE YOVieg

gEé5ocav.” “Oviokeic & k tivoc:” “ék TokeToD.”
2" “?

w3 7 s 7 RINTINA . e\ 9y KT
5 “guco mooov ETév;” “800 kelkoow.” “n po. Y drekvoc;
“olK, dAra tpieth Kodtéiny mov.”

2 The poet once exploits orthographic variation for metrical purposes: Eéve, lines 3—4; Egtve, line 10.

3TAMV 3, 1894-1915; add SEG 64, 1183.

4TAMV 3, 1896 (Tpeis... &n £lcootod... Eviavtong), 1900 ([Evde]ké[t]n), 1901 (dktoxoidekéng), 1908 ([0]ktadng),
1909 (glkoowv €€ étéwv), 1910 ([Tpig] dexdkic AvkdBavtes), 1912 ([tplewafrko]vraén[c]); TAM V 3, 1914 probably
concluded with the deceased’s age. Specification of age at death in East Lydian epitaphs: Thonemann 2022, 86-91.
5 AP 7.163 (Gow and Page 1965, 2395-2402 no. Ixx).
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e 7 ~ 7 9 \ ~ e ’
{dot oot kevOg ye, Kot €6 Padv yhpag Tkotto.

13 \ 7 ~ 7 2 /, \ /AT
Kol 601, Egve, mOpot mwavta TN 10 KOAd.

“Who are you, woman, and whose daughter are you, you who lie below this Parian column?” “Prexo,
daughter of Kalliteles.” “And where are you from?” “I am Samian.” “And who honoured you with
burial?” “Theokritos, to whom my parents gave me in marriage.” “And what did you die of?” “In
childbirth.” “How many years old were you?” “Twenty-two.” “Were you childless, then?” “No, but I
left Kalliteles behind me, three years old.” “May he at least live on for you, and may he reach deep old
age.” “And as for you, stranger, may Fortune give you all blessings.”

This dialogue-epigram by Leonidas was very widely imitated in antiquity.® We have three “literary” ad-
aptations from the Hellenistic period, which in each case preserve Leonidas’ fictive personal names and
scenario (Prexo of Samos, wife of Theokritos, dead in childbirth etc.), but vary the phraseology to a
greater or lesser extent.” We also have a whole host of inscribed epitaphs from the Aegean and Asia Minor
which draw on the dialogue-structure and motifs of Leonidas’ epigram (albeit of course with the names
and scenario modified to fit the real-life deceased), although we can seldom be certain that they are draw-
ing directly on Leonidas’ text.® The new Philadelpheian inscription aside, direct knowledge of Leonidas’
epigram is clearest in the opening lines of an epitaph from Hadrianoi in Mysia, which runs as follows:®

RIEEN

“tic ttvoc;” fiv €lpn, KAddog otivolua- kai “tic 0 Opéyog;”
Mnvédeiroc | “Oviiokm & gk tivog;” gk mopeltod-
“kémd méowv témv;” Tpio|(5)kaidekar “Gpd ¥’ dpovcog;”
oV é|Aeov, Moboaig 8 od péya eeiAduevoc,
goya 8 ‘Epueia pelueinuévoc: dv yap dydov |
noAAdKig aivntov otéppa |(10) Tdiog Elayov. |
Anelo i 0dyoco 8 Eun 1poedc, | 1| pot revéev
gikova kol Top|Bo ofp’ énénke Tode.

If you ask “Who are you, and whose son are you?”, my name is Klados; and if you ask “Who reared
you?”, Menophilos, “And what did I die of?”, from a fever, “And how many years old were you?”,
thirteen; “So were you without culture? ”, not entirely; I was not greatly dear to the Muses, but I was
the particular favourite of Hermes, for often in competitions I won the glorious wreath for wrestling. It
was Apphia my rearer who buried me, who crafted an image of me, and set this marker on my tomb.

As will be clear, the new text from Philadelpheia follows the structure of Leonidas’ original epigram even
more closely than the Hadrianoi epitaph, which veers off in a completely different direction after the first
three verses.

The new Philadelpheian epitaph is also an extremely competent piece of funerary poetry in its own right.
The Philadelpheian poet’s choice to begin the dialogue with a question about the deceased in the third
person (tig tivog 1de k6pn, “Who is this maiden, and whose daughter is she?”), and only to switch to
direct second-person address after the deceased woman unexpectedly answers the question herself, is if
anything a rhetorical improvement from Leonidas’ original.!® The question in verse 3 of Leonidas’ epi-
gram (tig 8¢ oc xai ktepéife; “And who honoured you with burial?”) included a fine piece of Homeric

¢ See Bettenworth 2007, 86-9; Garulli 2012, 116-34; Hunter 2021, 222-4; Hunter 2022, 13-16.

7 Antipater of Sidon, AP 7.164 (Gow and Page 1965, 302-311, no. xxi); Archias, AP 7.165 (Gow and Page 1968,
3658-3665, no. xiii); Amyntes, P.Oxy. 4.662 (Page 1981, 6-8).

8 For catalogues of the relevant texts, see Garulli 2012, 116-34; Arft 2022, 298-306.

9 Vérilhac 1978-1982, I no. 63 (I.Kyzikos 511; . Hadrianoi 77; Steinepigramme 11, 08/08/10). For another text which
sticks sufficiently close to Leonidas that direct imitation is credible, see /G X 2, 2, 396 (Lychnidos), with L. and J.
Robert, BE 1958, 301, pp. 265—6. An epitaph from Philomelion, MAMA VII 201 (Steinepigramme 111, 16/55/03),
clearly shows direct knowledge of Antipater’s adaptation of Leonidas (4P 7.164), whose phraseology it follows very
closely.

10 Note that in contrast to the less accomplished Hadrianoi epitaph, answers are given to both elements of the question
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vocabulary, the verb Ktspa'sz:w (“to honour someone with funerary rites”: /1. 23.646, 24.657; Od. 1.291,
2.222); the Philadelpheia text adds a further item of Homeric vocabulary in the response, dvnp éuoc...
e1h0oTdpyoy uvmduevoc ydprtog (“my husband... mindful of my loving grace”).!! The prayer that the
earth might lie lightly on the deceased (lines 8-9) is not found in Leonidas’ epigram, but is widespread in
Greek poetry, beginning with Euripides (4lcestis 4634, kovga 6ot x0ov éndvade nécor, cf. Helen 853).12
The contrast between the stylistic elegance of the epigram and the relative crudeness of the lettering is

noteworthy.
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Philadephia Bolgesi’nden Yeni Bir Epigram
Oz: Yazar, 2024 yilinda modern Alasehir (antik Philadelpheia) yakinlarindaki Badinca kéyiinde kesfedi-
len yeni bir mezar epigramini yayimlamaktadir. Epigram, Menandros’un kizi olan ve otuz yaginda dogum
sirasinda vefat eden Diodora adl1 bir kadin1 anmaktadir. Siir, Tarentumlu sair Leonidas’in iinlii Helenistik
edebi epigramini yakindan taklit etmektedir. Leonidas’in diyalog bi¢imli epigrami, Helenistik ve Roma
imparatorluk donemindeki mezar epigramlarinda yaygin olarak taklit edilmistir.

ANAHTAR SOZCUKLER: Philadelpheia, Tarentumlu Leonidas, Lydia, epigram.
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Tig tivoc.

' Homer uses the participial form at Od. 4.106 (uoopévm) and 15.400 (uvoopévem); the participle appears in nu-
merous other funerary epigrams (e.g. /G VII 118 (Megara); SEG 27, 436 (Pantikapaion); I.Cret. I viii 33 (Gortyn);
LAphrodisias 2007 5.120; . Anazarbos 514).

12 In Greek funerary epigram, cf. e.g. IG XII 1, 151 and 153 (Rhodes); /G XII 4, 3, 1526 (Kos); Steinepigramme 1,
03/06/06 (Teos), 04/02/11 (Sardeis), 05/01/52 and 05/01/54 (Smyrna); see Lattimore 1942, 65-74; Vérilhac 1978—
1982, II 253—6; Wulfram 2019. The sentiment is familiar from the standard Latin formula sit tibi terra leuis.
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